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"HAT the Thanks of this Houſe be given 

to the Reverend Dr. Newton, for the 
Sermon by bim this Day preached before this 
| Houſe, at St. Margaret's Weſtminſter ; and 
that he be defired to print the ſame ; and that 
the Lord Carpenter and Mr. F . do 
aryupint him therewith. 7 


N. HARDING, | 
Cl. Dom' Conv 


Us1 


Rev. ii. 5. 


Remember therefore from whence: thou 
art fallen, and repent, and do the 
fir ft works; or elſe I will come un- 
zo thee quickly, and will remove 
thy candleftick out of his place, eu- 


cept thou repent. 


merly ſeven famous and florith- 

ing churches; but they began 
very early to degenerate, and ſeveral 
corruptions were grown up among 
them even in the days of the Apo- 
ſtles. St. John is therefore command- 
ed to write unto them, and accord- 
ingly addreſſes the Revelation to them 
all in general, and a ſeparate epiſtle 
to each in particular, and firſt to the 
church of Epheſus, as that was the 
A 2 principal, 


J. the leſſer Aſia there were for- 
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principal, and the metropolis of the 


leſſer Aſia. It is no ordinary meſ- 
ſage that he delivers, but he writes by 
the authority and in the name of 
Jeſus, Remember therefore from whence 
thou art fallen, and repent, and do the 
firſt works; or elſe I will come unto 
thee ouichly, will viſit thee ſpeedily 
in judgment, and will remove thy 
candleftick out of his place, will take 
away from thee the light of the goſ- 

pel which thou haſt hitherto en- 
1oy'd, except thou repent. It may 
reaſonably be preſumed, that theſe 
admonitions had for ſome time at 
leaſt the deſired effec, in reforming 
the manners of men, and conſe- 
quently in retarding the judgments 
of God: but after five or ſix centu- 
ries, when the Chriſtians of the Eaſt 
walked no longer worthy of their 
holy profeſſion, and inſtead of grow- 
ing at all better waxed daily worſe 


and worle, it pleaſed God to deliver 
them 
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them into the hands of their ene- 
mies, the Saracens firſt and the 
Turks afterwards, who turned their 
churches into moſques, their worſhip 
into horrid ſuperſtition, and inſtead 
of the pure religion of Jeſus which 
they had thus abuſed, forced Ma- 
hometiſm upon them by arms and 
violence; and in this miſerable con- 
dition they have continued ever ſince, 
ſad [monuments of God's juſtice, and 
terrible examples to all ſucceeding 
tions 

Such was the fate of the moſt glo- 
rious churches in the Eaſt, and let 
us beware leſt ſuch alſo be not the 
fate of the beſt and pureſt churches 
in the Weſt. For theſe admonitions 
of the Apoſtle were intended for us 
as well as for them, and he repeats 
it again and again, He that hath an 
ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
aith unto the churches; and leaves it 
to us to make the proper applica- 
tion 


[ 6 ] 
tion to ourſelves, Now certainly we 
have enjoy d the light of the -goſpel | 
as well as they, in its trueſt ſplendor 
and purity; and like them have 
fallen from our former piety and vir- I 
tue. Like them too we are threat - It 
en'd with the heavieſt: of God's || a 
judgments, the loſs of our pure re- 
ligion and liberty, and this 
too, unleſs we take the ſame courſe pi 
that was preſcribed to them, to pre- | fa 
vent it. Remember therefore from || ca 
whence thou art fallen, and repent, | fo) 
and do the firſt works ; or elſe I will I an 
come unto thee quickly, and will re- po 
move thy candleſticł out of his place, the 
except thou repent. Here are then Jif + 
two things propoſed to our conſi- our 
deration, firſt the evils with which o 
we are threaten'd, I will come wnto thi 
thee quickly, and will remove thy dep 
candleſtick out of his place; and ſe- hoh) 
condly the moſt effectual method toſinto 
prevent theſe evils, namely to re- 
member 


a 
F 
* 
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member from whence we ars fallen; 
and repent, and do the firſt works. 


and as Chriſtians and Proteſtants. 
For we are now engag'd in war 
with two of the moſt powerful 
princes in Europe, and it is not a 
fair 1 generous war that they 
carry on againſt us, but they have 
8 a moſt unnatural "obellion 
among us, in order to impoſe. a 
popiſh and abjur'd Pretender upon 
the throne of theſe kingdoms. And 
if Providence for the puniſhment of 
fi our ſins ſhould fufter our enemies 
ich to prevail over us, one of the firſt. 
uto things that we muſt expect is to be 
thy [deprived of the free exerciſe of our 
ſe-Fholy religion, and to be compelled 
toſinto the Romiſh communion. 1 * 
re- fandleſticb will then indeed be re- 
erf moved 


I. Firſt, the evils with which we 
are threaten'd are no leſs than the 
loſs of all that is dear and valuable 
to us, both as Men and Engliſhmen, 


[8] 
moved out of his place; we ſhall no 
longer be bleſſed with the pure light 


of the goſpel, but ſhall be con- 
demned to the darkneſs of ſuper- 
ſtition ; our bibles we muſt exchange 
for vain legends and traditions, our 
excellent liturgy for prayers in an 
unknown tongue; and inſtead of 
worſhipping God in ſpirit and in 
truth, we muſt bow down to images, 
and worſhip departed ſaints and an- 
gels. All freedom of debate and 
controverſy will then be taken away. 


Examine and prove and profeſs the 


truth you muſt not; that church 
requires implicit obedience, and al- 
lows of no toleration; and you muſt 
either conform, or ſubmit to go to 
the ſtake, or to the galleys, or to 
priſon, or be forced to fly your na- 
tive country. But it may be thought 
that the milder kind of popery. may 
be eſtabliſhed here as in France; but 
popery in any ſhape is terrible, 21 
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bad is the beſt, as appears by the 
cruelties exerciſed towards hg. 
teſtants of that kingdom in the laft 
reign, and very lately in the preſent. 
Ask any of our French proteſtants or 
their. children, and they will tell you 
the bleflings of French popery as well 
as of French government. Bur is it 
not much more probable, that a na- 
tive of Italy, a pupil and penſioner 
of the Pope, from principle, from 
gratitude, from intereſt devoted to 
the court of Rome, will endevor to "ll 
fix and eſtabliſh popery among us in 
the fulneſs of its authority? It is 
ſometimes indeed ſuggeſted in his 
commendation (and ſtrange kind of 
commendation it is) that he is a per- 
ſon of no religion; but he is the fit- 
ter therefore to be made a bigot and 
> | the tool of bigots; and none ſo like- 
a [ly to perſecute, plunder, and mur- 
3 | der the profeſſors of the true religion, 
— as an infidel or an atheiſt. * 
= B as 
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* been long confider'd as a ſheep 
gone aſtray, and muſt by all means 
be fetched back to the fold, and be 

well fleeced to make amends for ſo 
many years as ſhe hath been loſt. 
They therefore who have any reli- 
gion, muſt pray againſt this mon- 
ſtrous rebellion, as they would pre- 
ſerve their religion in any purity; and 
they who have no religion, muſt yet 
with againſt it, as they would not be 
ridden by prieſts, nor be liable to ec- 
cleſiaſtical cenfures. They are too apt 
to ay, that all religions are the ſame; 
but they would ſoon find and feel a 
very ſenſible difference. They would 
not then be ſuffered to neglect the 
ſervice of a falſe church, as they do 
now of the true; but muſt be obliged 
to go frequently to maſs and to con- 
feſſion. They murmur that the re- 
venues of the church are fo large; 
and what then will they ſay to the 
immenſe wealth of the Romiſh clergy, 
and 


[ 22 ] 
and their impoſitions and exactions for 
private maſſes, for prayers for the dead, 
for pardons and indulgences, - for of- 
ferings to the ſaints, and numberleſs 
other inventions? They cannot bear 
even the moderate powers and privi- 
leges of the biſhops and clergy. of 
the church of England; and how 
then will they ſubmit to the tyranny 
and dominion of the Romiſh hierarchy, 


the church's infallibility, the Pope's 


ſupremacy, penances, eccleſiaſtical 
commiſſions, and perhaps an office 
of Inquifition? They may then com- 
plain of Prieſtcraft indeed, and will 
feel the little finger of popery to be Kings 
heavier than the lozns of the church 
of England. | 
But if we were more indifferent 
than I hope we are about religion, 
yet what is to become of our property? 
which is a conſideration that may af- 
tet thoſe, whom perhaps the other 
would not. All the lands belonging 
ls. ta 


' 
: 
: 
f 
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to churches and abbeys will in all 


probability be reſumed : all public ſe- 
curities too will be cancell'd, as being 


given by a government that will then 


be deemed a lawleſs uſurpation: they 
likewiſe who have obtained _ 
grants, or purchaſed any of the for- 
feited eſtates will be forc'd to reſtore 
them to the former ' proprietors: all 
which things will beget infinite diſor- 


der and confuſion; and as they will 


be a great blow to ſome even of the 
nobleſt families, ſo they muſt intirely 


ruin thouſands of others who have 


no other means of ſubſiſtence. And all 
who have diſtinguiſh'd themſelves in 
the ſervice of their country and by 
their attachment to the preſent royal 
family will be fure to pay dearly for 
it, and will not be permitted to buy 
their peace but at an extravagant 
price. Nay the whole nation will lic 


at the mercy of the conqueror, and 


may be conſidered as a nation of re- 
bels, 


(3 ] 
bels, and be drained and exhauſted 
accordingly. And indeed otherwiſe 
how can he be able to recompenſe 
that flarving and hungry crew, the 
followers- of his fortunes? As their 
merits will be great if they ſucceed in 
placing him upon the throne of theſe 
kingdoms, fo their rewards muſt be 
great in proportion; nor indeed is it 


a little thing that will ſatisfy the 


cravings of indigence and ambition, 
but like Pharaoh's lean kine they will 
eat up all the plump and well. favor d 
ones. And immenſe debts will like- 
wiſe be owing to foreign courts for ſo 
many years ſubſiſtence, and for the 
wars which they will charge as enter d 
into upon his account, and for the 
aids and aſſiſtances which they have 
afforded him in this preſent expedi- 
tion, ſo that we muſt not only endure 
the curſe of being enſlav d, but muſt 


alſo be obliged to pay them for en- 


ſlaving us. 
And 


"T2. Aero Wwe . es i od "ne ; . 
* 
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And our trade and commerce will 


be in as precarious and wretched a 


Ezek. 
xxvi. 17, 


condition as our property. For as 


our king will be the creature of 


France and Spain, and owe both his 
crown and the continuance of it to 
their aid and aſſiſtance, he muſt make 
ample conceſſions to them in return, 
and either out of gratitude or out of 


neceſſity ſacrifice every thing to them 
that they ſhall require. And conſe- 


quently thoſe moſt valuable acquiſi- 
tions, which we have made in this 
and former wars, will be tamely given 
up into their hands; the ſovereignty 
of the ſeas will be loſt; our commerce 
will be limited and — 2 N d, their's 
will be inlarg d and indulg'd; and as 
faſt as foreign commodities flow i in, 
the little wealth remaining in the na- 
tion will be drawn out, till in time 
we ſhall become like Tyre, the re- 


nowned city which was ſtrong in the 


fea, ſhe and her inhabitants, which 


cauſed 
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cauſed their terror to be on all that 
haunt it, but at laſt was made like 
the top of a rock, a place to ſpread 
nets upon, the habitation only of poor 
fiſhermen. | Wien | 

And to the loſs of our pure reli- 


Fzek. 
xxvi. 14. 


gion, the loſs of our property, the loſs 


of our trade, will yet be added, to 


complete our miſery, the loſs of our 


excellent conſtitution and Engliſh li- 
berty. For the Pretender to his Ma- 
jeſty's crown can never ſucceed here 
but by conqueſt, or under the notion 
of divine hereditary indefeaſible right. 
We ſuppoſe that he would chooſe the 
latter, but divine hereditary indefeaſi- 
ble right infers the moſt abſolute un- 
controllable dominion in the prince, 
and the moſt unconditional paſſive 
obedience in the people. For it he has 
an unalienable and indefeaſible right 
to govern, his right will be ſtill the 
ame, whether he govern like a king 
or like a tyrant; and what reaſon 

8 have 


- — — — 
— — — * * * 
_ — — 
— 7ĩr̃—ßjꝗß— ny — 


= — - 
- — —— — — 
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have we to think that he will not 
govern like a tyrant, and the worſt 
of tyrants? We might as well ſet a 


wolf to guard the fold, as an Italian 
papiſt to protect the liberties of Engli 
proteſtants. The princes, from whom 
he pretends to derive his claim, were 
no fuch friends to hberty, as to make 
us fond of ſeeing their race upon the 
_ throne again; they were bred up with 
high notions of their divine right, and 
during their reigns there was a con- 
tinual ſtruggle between the preroga- 
tives of the crown and the privileges 
of the people: And can this man 
| have learned juſter notions of govern- 
ment in Italy? or is religion to be ha 
fetched from Rome, or liberty from || bei 
France or Spain? It muſt be by war] live 
and violence, and with much effuſion ¶ libe 
of blood, that he muſt aſcend the ¶ hay 
throne, for God forbid that we ſhould I tio 
ever ſubmit tamely to his government; I the 
and as he muſt attain to wy by his 
orce, 


- 
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force, ſo by force he muſt ſupport 


himſelf in it, and conſequently 
ſtrengthen himſelf with foreign aids, 
maintain large ſtanding armies, and 
eſtabliſh a military government. This 
would infallibly be the caſe; and 
our chains would fit heavier, and 
we ſhould be more deeply afflicted 
with our flavery, for the full and 
perfect enjoy ment that we have had 
of liberty. For it is certain that 
England never enjoyed ſo many 
years together of eaſe and liberty 
as ſince the happy Revolution. I 
do not except even the glorious days 
of queen Elizabeth, of which per- 
haps it may truly be ſaid, that it is 
better to read of them than to have 
lived in them. We have enjoy d our 
liberties to ſuch a degree, that we 
have abuſed them even to licen- 
tiouſneſs. And the worſt enemy of 
the preſent government cannot charge 
his Majeſty with attempting to in- 

fringe 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


kinge them in any fingle inſtance. 
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The law hath been the conſtant and 


invariable rule of his Majeſty's go- 


vernment, and if it had been as 
much the meaſure of his — 


obedience, we ſhould ſtill have con- 


tinued the happieſt nation upon 
earth. No government indeed can 


ever be adminifter'd entirely to every 


| body s ſatisfaction. Some perſons are 


never to be ſatisfied; and there will 
always be defects and failings in the 
beſt of governments, as well as in 
the beſt of men: but as he is the 
beſt man who hath the feweſt vices, 
ſo that is the happieſt government, 
which is attended with the feweſt 
evils and inconveniences. But what 
good have we to hope, or rather 
what evil have we not to fear in a 
change of government? A man 
muſt be deſtitute of common un- 
derſtanding, who is capable. of be- 


lieving that a proteſtant church can 
floriſh 
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floriſh in the reign of a bigotted 
papift, or if you will of a profeſs'd 
infidel; or that civil liberty can be 
ſecure under the government of one 
trained up in the maxims and po- 
lities of the moſt arbitrary courts in 
Eutope. All the benefits and ad- 
yantages obtained by the Revolution 
will be forfeited and loſt by ano- 
ther revolution And then, when 
true religion and liberty are extinct 
in Britain, where ſhall we find them 
or {eek them upon earth? and who 
would not therefore periſh rather 
in their defence, than ſurvive their 
fall? who would not rather die a 
proteſtant and a free-man, than live 
an idolater and a {lave ? 

IT. Theſe are the evils with which 
we are threaten'd, and we are to 
conſider in the next place the moſt 
effectual method to prevent them. 
We have as high an opinion as any 
man can entertain, of his 8 8 

C2 eroic 


[ 20 | 
heroic ſpirit and reſolution, of the 
wiſdom and integrity of his coun- 
cils, and particularly of the great 
council before whom ] ſtand, of the 
courage and conduct of his gene- 
rals, and of the ſtrength and bra- 
very of his troops inſpir d with the 
activity and ardor of their young 
and darling royal leader: but yet 
human means alone will not be ſuf⸗ 
ficient, we muſt likewiſe implore 
the divine bleſſing upon them, and 
perſue the method recommended by 
the apoſtle, namely, to remember 
rom whence we are fallen, and re- 
bent and do the firſt works. 

When any calamity befalls a na- 
tion, we ſhould look farther than FI v 
the immediate cauſes, and conſider Nui 
it as proceeding originally from the 16 
hand of God. Shall there be evil in Wh 

Amos ii. @ City, and tbe Lord hath not done I pr 

tits And it is the gracious intent If! 

and purpoſe of Almighty God, not fr 
willingly 


9. 8 00 - 0 TR: 


ſhall be overthrown, and it had the 
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willingly to grieve and afflict the 
children of men, but by his judg- 
ments to awaken them to a ſenſe of 
their guilt and of their duty, and ſo 
bring them to repentance before the 
meaſure of their iniquities be full. 
And when national calamities pro- 
duce national repentance, and a 

ple turn away from the evil of their 
doings, the Lord will turn away 
from his fierce anger, and will abun- 
dantly pardon, and inſtead of de- 
ſtroying reſettle them in peace and 
tranquillity. There are frequent de- 
clarations to this purpoſe in ſcripture, 
and we ſee them moſt remarkably 
exemplified in the caſe of the Nine- 
vites. The prophet Jonah was ſent 
unto them with this meſſage from 
God, Yet forty days and Wineveh E * 
proper effect upon them. $9 the peo- 
ple of Mineveb believed God, and 
proclaimed a faſt, and put on ſack- 


cloth; 


/ 
Ausge- 9 
N Hebel. 5 
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cloth; from the greateſt of them ever 
to the leaſt of them. And God ſaw 


' their works, that they turned from 
their evil way, and God repented of 


the evil that he had ſaid that be 
would do unto them, and he id it 
not. Oh! let us then remember from 


 evhence we are fallen, how much we 


are degenerated from our former 
piety and virtue, and repent and ds 


the firſt works, and thereby rettieve 


the antient honor and dignity of 
the nation. The wiſdom of the go- 
vernment and legiſlature may certain- 


ly contribute moſt to a national re- 


formation by inforeing old laws, by 
inacting new ones, and ſettling things 
upon a right and ſolid foundation; 
and they no doubt will act in a 
manner worthy of themſelves and o 
their high ftation at this dangerous 
conjuncture: but ſtill every body may 


contribute ſomething, every bod 


may reform ſome, may reform one 
at 


[ 23 ] 

at leaſt, and not add to the finful- 
neſs of his fins by bringing diſtreſs 
and ruin upon his country. This is 


not a time 3 things ; it If. xxx: * 


behoves us to deal freely with our- '* 
ſelves, and to conſider ro and 
impartially what are thoſe —— 
vices, which may have been the 
principal omits of the. preſent 
national calamities, and of which 
the reformation therefore ought to 


be more ſpeedy, as it is more ne- 


And one of the moſt *nelancholy 
ſymptoms in our caſe is the great 
decay of public virtue and love of 


ar country. Selt-love is now the 


; | prevailing paſſion, and every thing 


almoſt is turned to private emolu- 
ment and advantage. Public ſpirit 
is become ridiculous; it hath been ſo 
often pretended, where it was not, 
that it would ſcarcely be credited, 


where it really was: and loye of our 


country 


| "OR 
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e contribute ſomething, every body 
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cloth; from the greateſt of them even 
to the leaſt of them. And God ſaw 


| their works, that they turned from 
their evil way, and God repented of 


the evil that he had ſaid that be 
would do unto them, and he tid it 
not. Oh! let us then remember from 
whence we are fallen, how much we 
are degenerated from our former 
piety and virtue, and repent and do 


the firſt works, and thereby rettieve 


the antient honor and dignity of 
the nation. The wiſdom of the go- 
vernment and legiſlature may certain- 


ly contribute moſt to a national re- 


formation by inforeing old laws, by 
inacting new ones, and ſettling things 


upon a right and folid foundation; 


and they no doubt will act in a 
manner worthy of themſelves and of 
their high ftation at this dangerous 
conjuncture: but ſtill every body may 


may reform ſome, may reform one 
at 
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at leaſt; and not add to the ſinful- 
neſs of his fins by bringing diſtreſs 
and ruin upon his country. This is 


behoves us to deal freely with our- 
ſelves, and to conſider ſeriouſly and 
impartially what are thoſe national 
vices, which may have been the 
principal occaſions of the preſent 
national calamities, and of which 
the reformation therefore ought to 
be more ſpeedy, as it is more ne- 
ceſſary. IT 

And one of the moſt *melancholy 
ſymptoms in our caſe is the great 
decay of public virtue and love of 
aur country. Self-love is now the 
prevailing paſſion, and every thing 
almoſt is turned to private emolu- 
of ment and advantage. Public ſpirit 
ous is become ridiculous; it hath been ſo 
nay often pretended, where it was not, 
ody that it would ſcarcely be credited, 


one where it really was: and loye of our 
al country 


not a time to ſpeak ſmooth things; it In. xx: 


6 
country at beſt is only a popular to- 
pic of diſcourſe; it is like muſic 
upon the tongue, but ſeldom ſinketh 
into the heart. If we had any true 
love and affection for our country, 
| ſhould we be fo fond of every thing 
foreign, and encourage French 'ma- 
nufactures and French commodities 
to the prejudice of our own, and 
thereby contribute to the furniſhing 
of our. worſt enemies with the ſi- 
news of war againſt ourſelves?” or 
would ſo many act in open defiance 
of all law And juſtice, and defraud 
the public revenue for the ſake of 
their own private gain, carry on an 
illicit trade, and not only convey our 
treaſure, but (what is even worſe) 
intelligence to our enemies? or 
would ſo many of our fellow-ſub- 
jects have taken part in this unna- 
tural rebellion, and have joined in 
league with our moſt cruel and in- 
veterate enemies to transfer the ſeat 


of 


| 4 
of war into our own iſland? It was 
C not this ſpirit that inſpired our an- 
h ceſtors in the flelds of Creſſy and 
- Apincourt, and inabled our two 
> Þ glorious queens to humble the pride 
of Spain and France in two of their 
* Þ greateſt Kings. It was not this ſpi- 
e nt that animated the old Romans, 
and raiſed their country to the highth 
of glory and of empire. And to 
the commendation of our enemies 
the French be it ſpoken, that. they 
are actuated by a different ſpirit; 
they love and Br" their king an 
country ; prefer eyety thing of their 
own, and deſpiſe every thing fo- 
reign in compariſon : and as we are 
fond of imitating their manners and 
faſhions, it would be well if we 
would imitate them in the moſt laud- 
able part of their character. This 
would be gaining a complete victory 
indeed over our enemies, and would 


ſeat be a more fatal blow to them, and 
of D a 


Luk. xix. 
41. 


Rom. ix. 
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4 greater check to their. conqueſts 


than the moſt fortunate campaign. 


Love of our country is our duty, 
not only as Engliſhmen but as Chri- 
ſtians. Our Saviour himſelf wept 


over his country at a "diſtant view 
of the calamities which were to be- 
fall it. And St. Paul expreſſes ſuch 
ardent affection for his countrymen, 


that he could even ih that himſelf 
were accurſed from Chrift, for his 
brethren, his kinſmen according to 


the fleſh. O pray then for the peace 
of our Jeruſalem; they ſhall proſper 


Plal. cxxii.FHat love thee, Peace be within thy 


6, &c. 


walls, and proſperity within thy pa- 
laces. For my brethren and compa- 
nions fakes I will now ſay Peace 


be within thee; Yea for the ſake of 


true religion, becauſe of the houſe of 


the Lord our God, I will ſeek thy 

good. 
Another thing that requires im- 
me diate repentance and reformation 
| is 


27 
is the luxury and difſoluteneſs of the 
age. The old Engliſh plainneſs and 
integrity are in a manner loſt among 
us; the prodigality and love of plea- 
ſure, which reigned in high life, 
have now deſcended into low life, 
and infected all ranks and degrees 
of men; and hence ſo much 1dle- 
neſs and drunkenneſs in our ſtreets, 
and fuch univerſal corruption of 
manners, and violation of all order 
and government. And what can be 
the neceſſary conſequences of theſe 
things, but ruin and devaſtation ? 
The Aſſyrian and Perhan empires; 
the Carthaginian and Grecian com- 
monwealths ; and Rome herſelf, the 
nurſe of heroes, and empreſs of the 
world; all fell by the luxury of their 
own ſubjects more than by the arms 
of foreign nations; they could not 
have been ſo eaſily conquer d and 
led captive by their enemies, if they 


\ Thad not been firſt ſubdued and in- 


D 2 ſlav'd 
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ſlavd by their vices. And will not 
the ſame cauſes naturally produce 
the ſame effects? Such vices are 
ruinous at all times, but are more 
particularly deſtructive in times of 
war, when eſpecially the advice of 
Moſes to the Iſraelites ought to be 
religiouſly obſerved by every nation, 


ben the hoſt gaeth forth againſi 


thine enemies, then keep thee from 
every wicked thing. 

It is high time too to repent of 
our factions and diviſſons, and unite 
all as one man againſt the common 
enemy. Our ſituation as an iſland 
is ſuch, and our country withal ſo 
well-peopled, that if we were firmly 
united among ourſelves, we ſhould 
have little to fear from any power, 
or indeed all the powers in Europe: 
but of late we have been rent and 
torn into ſo many parties and fac- 


tions, as no doubt have given great 


encouragement to our enemies, 
made 


Ihorrid means and 


1 29 


made them imagine that we were 
more divided than in truth we are, 
or than the event hath prov'd. For 
England never teſtified greater loy- 
alty and unanimity, and we hope 
that neither will her faſter Scotland 
be wanting in gratitude, and obe- 
dience, and zeal to chaſtiſe her im- 
pious rebel ſons. Our common dan- 
ger ought to unite us, if nothing 
elſe can: and without doubt ſeveral 
who might otherwiſe be deſperate 
enough to be in the intereſt of the 
Pretender, yet as Britons cannot be 
for the Pretender brought in by 
France, who can never intend to 
give us a king, but to reduce us to 
a province, and conſtitute a viceroy 
over us; and others who before were 
wavering in their inclinations, I make 
no queſtion this rebellion hath fixed 
in loyalty, when they ſee by what 
inſtruments a 
change muſt be accomplith'd, _ 

at 
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that inſtead of being govern'd as 

Ef. v. ir. they have been by à golden ſcepter, 
Pal, i. g. they muſt be ruled with a rod of 
mere tron, and broken in pieces like à pot- 
ters veſſel, The members of the 
church of England and proteſtant 
difſenters now plainly perceive, that 

they have one common intereſt, as 

they have one common danger; and 

we truſt will unite as brethren not 

only upon the preſent, but upon all 
future occaſions for the publick good, 
and watch and guard againſt popery, 
which would equally deſtroy them 
both. All will unite and cooperate . 

with us, but the worſt of papiſts, Ii 

and foreign papiſts, who are like {ol 
many vipers in our boſom, and give IE 
ſecret intelligence to our enemies, Ire 

and upon any favorable opportunity in 
would throw off the mask, and de- In 

clare againſt us. Our country hath Nan 

been called the country of factions cu 


and parties; but now faction be f 
dead, 


— CR 
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as dead, and party revive no more; and 
as the voice of authority onee ſaid) 
« let there be no other diſtinction 
« heard of amongſt us for the fu- 
« ture, but of thoſe who are for the 
« proteſtant religion and the preſent 
« eſtabliſhment, and of thoſe who 
mean a popiſh prince and a French 
« government.” 

Above all we ſhould lament and 
bewail our many heinous offences to- 
wards God, which have brought 
ery, ¶ down theſe heavy judgments upon 
nem Ius, and will bring ſtill heavier, ex- 
rate cept we repent. Seriouſneſs and zeal 
iſts, Nin religion uſed formerly to be one of 
e ſo the diſtinguiſhing characters of the 
give Engliſh nation, but now we are as 
mes, remarkable for an affected levity and 
nity Findifference. * How has perjury of 

de-Flate years multiplied and increaſed 
hath among us] what dreadful oaths and 
tions Flcurſes are daily heard in our ſtreets! 
be ſwhat hereſies and blaſphemies have 
lead) been 


Jer. ii. 11. 


[32] 
been vented from the preſs! what a 
ſpirit of infidelity hath prevailed and 
been propagated in the nation! what 
open ridicule of the moſt ſolemn of. 
fices in the liturgy, and of the word 
of God itſelf! what profanation of 
the ſabbath ! what diſregard of the 
facraments! what utter neglect of 
private and family prayer, and in- 
deed of all publick worſhip and re- 
ligion! Hath any nation, even of 
the corrupt and idolatrous church of 
Rome, uſed their Gods fo, who yet 
are no gods? We are, too many 
of us, like them in our manner of 
celebrating the latter part of the 
Lord's day, but we do not like them © 
religiouſly obſerve the former part, . 
that is we have all their vices, but Etc 
none of their devotion. And was It 
there ever an inſtance of a nation I 
deſpiſing God and religion, who” 
were not deſpiſed in their turn, and [th 
trampled under foot of their enemies . In 
| An 


| 


3 
And would it not be a juſt judg- 


ment of God, ſince we have made 


ourſelves ſo very unworthy of the 


proteſtant religion, to deprive us of 


it, that we 
believed not the truth, but had plea- 


Id believe a lie, who* Theft. i. 


fure in unrighteouſneſs ? Oh! let us 


then humble ourſelves under the 
mighty hand of God, repent truly 
of our fins, and return unto the 
Lord in righteouſneſs, and he will 
return unto us in mercy, and fave us 
from all our enemies. When the 
power of Spain was in its meridian 


glory, and our enemies ready to de- 


our us were hovering about our 
coaſts with a fleet that was called 
moincible, how did we then cry un- 
to the Lord, and make our humble 
ſupplications unto our God, and he 
heard our prayer, and blew with his 
wind, and diſperſed or deſtroyed 
them all! And when we were again 
in danger of finking under the 

E weight 


„„ ˙àà—ü . — mg= -r. Ä cd op 22 19% 4 1 
eo _ -— — « - $4 - 8 


K p — . „K 
* — wh * — * * 7 n — * - 1 > 4 
93 ” " & * by oC E 8 — 
. Ry ns ow ' ) r . — — 2 * » ——— — — py — — * 
— 


” 
—— — Q * Vꝛä 0 — ̃ p — — 2 


44 „„ 
— —— 
= * 


—ñ2?—ñ— ́ PU — 4 on emu -. WS 


[ 34 ] 


weight of popery and arbitrary 
power, what zeal did we then teſti 


fy for our holy religion! how were 


our churches crowded how were 
prayers. and ſermons attended! how 


religiouſly did we obſerve our ſolemn 


faſts! how frequently and deyoutly 


- 


did we receive the bleſſed facra- 
ment! and the Lord. raiſed up for us 
a glorious deliverer, and after him 2 


ſucceſſion of proteſtant princes, who 


Pſal, 
Ixxvii. . 


have been the felicity of our times 
and may their poſterity be ſo to lateſt 
generations! And hath God now 


forgotten to be gracious? or rather 


have not we forgotten to make our 
prayers unto him? We have cer- 
tainly more to fear from our own 
impiety and irreligion, than from 
the arms of all our enemies. Let us 
make our peace with God, and be 
will be our ſhield and our ſalvation. 
Very applicable to the preſent occa- 
ſion are the words of the prophet 


| Joel, 


| 
( 
( 
1 
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Joel, and with them I will con- 
clude. Blow the trumpet in Zion, 
ſanctiſy a faſt, call à ſolemm aſſem- 


bly ; Let the priefts, the miniſters of 


the Lord, ſay, Spare thy people,” O 
Lord, and give not thine heritage to 
reproach, that the heathen ſhould rule 
over them. Then will the Lord be 
jealous for bis land and pity his peo- 
ple; Yea, the Lord will anſwer and 
ſay unto his people, Behold, I will no 


more make you a reproach among the 


from ' the northern ar 


, and 


Joel ii, 
15, &c. 


beathen; but I will remove far off 


will drive him into a-land barren and 


deſolate; and ye ſpall eat in plenty 


ond be ſatisfied, and praiſe the name 
of the Lord your God, who hath dealt 
wondrouſfly with you. 
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